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Generational Poverty: Illuminating a Path Against the
Multidimensional Issues of the System

        As millions of Americans strive for a better life, social, economic, and
political disadvantages overshadow their efforts toward their path to
success. For individuals, workers, and families, the escape from
generational poverty is a cyclical trap, and its effects can pass down from
generation to generation caused by issues other than income. In most
regions, generational poverty is a multidimensional epidemic caused by
social, economic, and political issues. The healthcare, education, and
government systems lack the proper tools individuals and families need to
reach success. With the right programs, community leaders can create new
opportunities to improve the mental health and well-being of others,
provide access to affordable housing and healthcare, and increase
resources in the community. 

        Innovative economic and educational opportunities can create powerful
communities: an idea shared amongst other community leaders, as well as,
Neighborhood Renaissance Community Organizer, Ontario “OJ” Johnson. His
mission involves creating programs that advocate for upward financial
mobility for lower-income families. After being introduced to the Urban
Institute in 2019, board members and executives appreciated OJ’s excellent
feedback on the Alliance Project that captured the planning and delivery steps
needed to improve the program. The Alliance Project aims to ensure that
government, state officials, and county leaders distribute all funding and
resources to the right areas of the community. Through his commendable
leadership role, Urban Institute appointed OJ as a new Strategic Advisor on
August 16, 2022. OJ is proud and honored to work alongside his national
colleagues. Founded in 1968 by President Lyndon B. Johnson, the Urban
Institute is a nonprofit research organization that provides data and evidence
to help advance upward mobility and equity. 
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“The only way we can
fix generational
poverty is to be

honest about our
past. We must look

into our past and see
that we can face it

with education,
resources, and

support."
ONTARIO JOHNSON

        While sharing his story, OJ reflects on the early days in his life that
influenced his dedication to work in the community development industry. OJ
says, “Poverty is reflected through different issues within each individual. Our
community resources must keep its members aware, safe, and engaged with the
possibilities of elevation for our children, families, and friends.” Because he
understands the disadvantages and lack of resources available to families and
individuals, OJ is determined to advance new programs that progressively
eliminate the issues of homelessness, lack of healthcare, and housing to break
away from the dark light of poverty. He believes the dynamic power of community
leadership is improving many lives and uniting the voices of the community.

         Whether you are at the start of the line or discovering new obstacles in the
race toward a better future, there is no greater force than a supportive
community. Generational poverty is an arduous journey. Community based non-
profit organizations are encouraging their staff and volunteers to continue to
uplift and encourage individuals and families out of the depths of generational
poverty. OJ says, “We want to create a space within our community that allows us
to reshape and redefine the future. As a Strategic Advisor and Community
Organizer, I envision a neighborhood where people buy from local businesses,
rebuild neighborhoods, and provide resources to our neighbors, friends, and
colleagues. We have to start within our community, with the hope that other
communities will establish a similar impact.” Through his advocacy, OJ hopes to
bring innovation and improvement to the Urban Institute. 

        As a Community Organizer, OJ has learned that “The only way we can fix generational poverty is to be
honest about our past. We must look into our past and see that we can face it with education, resources, and
support. However, we have to be honest, generational poverty does not appear the same in everyone. When
individuals start to understand that, people will find the confidence to make a change in their lives.” OJ is
dedicated to sharing the importance of active community engagement through the inspiration of his children
and grandchildren. He resides in Palm Beach County, where he will continue to shine the spotlight on
progress and growth by providing local financial literacy courses online, volunteering his time to help his
neighbors, providing housing assistance to individuals, and beautifying local homes.
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